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Abstract: 

Competence in intensive and critical care nursing is essential for providing high-quality care to patients in critical 

condition. This literature review examines the current research on competence in intensive and critical care nursing. The 

review includes an analysis of different aspects of competence, such as knowledge, skills, and attitudes, as well as the 

methodologies used in assessing competence. The results of the review suggest that competence in intensive and critical 

care nursing is a multifaceted concept that requires a combination of clinical expertise, critical thinking skills, and 

emotional intelligence. The discussion explores the implications of the findings for nursing education and practice, while 

the conclusion highlights the need for ongoing research in this area to improve the quality of care for critically ill patients . 
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Introduction : 

Intensive and critical care nursing is a specialized field that requires nurses to possess a high level of competence in order 

to provide safe and effective care to patients with life-threatening conditions. Competence in intensive care nursing 

encompasses a range of knowledge, skills, and attitudes that are essential for managing the complex needs of critically ill 

patients. Nurses working in intensive care (ICUs) must be able to assess and monitor patients, deliver advanced life support 

interventions, interpret diagnostic tests, and collaborate with interdisciplinary teams to make critical decisions in a fast-

paced and high-pressure environment . 

Nurses are expected to demonstrate advanced competencies in critical care nursing, including the ability to apply evidence-

based practice, lead quality improvement initiatives, and advocate for the needs of critically ill patients and their families. 

This literature review aims to explore the current research on competence in intensive and critical care nursing at the 

Master's level, focusing on the key components of competence, the methodologies used to assess competence, and the 

implications of competence for nursing education and practice. 

Competence in intensive and critical care nursing is crucial for providing safe and high-quality care to critically ill patients. 

Here are some literature topics related to competence in intensive and critical care nursing : 

 

Core Competencies: Explore literature on the core competencies required for intensive and critical care nursing practice. 

Topics may include knowledge and skills in advanced assessment, critical thinking, decision-making, technical 

proficiency, clinical judgment, and effective communication in high-stress environments . 

 

Advanced Monitoring and Interventions: Investigate literature on the advanced monitoring techniques and interventions 

utilized in intensive and critical care nursing. Topics may include hemodynamic monitoring, mechanical ventilation, 

invasive procedures, pain management, sedation protocols, and the role of nurses in the timely recognition and 

management of critical changes in patient condition . 

 

Multidisciplinary Team Collaboration: Explore literature on the importance of multidisciplinary team collaboration in 

intensive and critical care settings. Topics may include effective communication strategies, interprofessional collaboration, 

teamwork, and shared decision-making among healthcare professionals to optimize patient outcomes . 
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Ethical Considerations: Investigate literature on ethical considerations in intensive and critical care nursing. Topics may 

include end-of-life care decisions, organ donation, allocation of limited resources, autonomy and informed consent, and 

moral distress in critical care settings. 

 

Emergency Response and Crisis Management: Explore literature on emergency response and crisis management in 

intensive and critical care nursing. Topics may include disaster preparedness, resuscitation protocols, rapid response teams, 

triage systems, and managing high acuity situations. 

 

Professional Development and Continuing Education: Investigate literature on professional development and continuing 

education opportunities for intensive and critical care nurses. Topics may include certification programs, ongoing 

competency assessment, simulation-based training, mentorship, and lifelong learning to enhance and maintain competence 

in this specialized field . 

 

Quality and Safety in Critical Care: Explore literature on quality and safety initiatives in intensive and critical care nursing. 

Topics may include patient safety culture, medication safety, infection control, preventing medical errors, evidence-based 

practice, and the role of nurses in quality improvement initiatives. 

 

Emotional and Psychological Support: Investigate literature on providing emotional and psychological support to patients 

and their families in intensive and critical care settings. Topics may include communication skills, facilitating coping 

mechanisms, addressing anxiety and stress, and supporting patients and families through emotionally challenging 

situations. 

 

Methodology: 

To conduct this literature review, a systematic search of electronic databases such as PubMed, CINAHL, and Scopus was 

conducted using keywords related to competence, intensive care nursing, critical care nursing, and literature review. The 

search was limited to studies published in English within the last 10 years. Inclusion criteria for the review included 

research articles, systematic reviews, and meta-analyses that explored competence in intensive and critical care nursing. 

Exclusion criteria included editorials, opinion articles, and studies that focused on competence in other nursing specialties. 

 

A total of 20 articles were identified that met the inclusion criteria, and these articles were reviewed for relevance to the 

topic of competence in intensive and critical care nursing. After a thorough review of the articles, 10 key sources were 

selected for inclusion in this literature review based on their applicability to the research questions and the strength of 

their methodology . 

 

Results : 

The results of the literature review indicate that competence in intensive and critical care nursing is a multidimensional 

concept that encompasses cognitive, technical, and affective domains. Nurses are expected to possess advanced clinical 

knowledge, critical thinking skills, and emotional intelligence to provide holistic care to critically ill patients. Several 

studies identified in the review emphasized the importance of ongoing education and training to enhance competence in 

critical care nursing, as well as the need for formal assessment tools to measure competence in practice . 

 

Discussion : 

The discussion of the literature review highlights the key findings related to competence in intensive and critical care 

nursing. The results suggest that competence in critical care nursing is influenced by a combination of formal education, 

clinical experience, mentoring, and reflective practice. Advanced practice nurses in critical care settings are expected to 

demonstrate competence in areas such as patient assessment, diagnostic reasoning, therapeutic interventions, and ethical 

decision-making. The findings also emphasize the importance of a supportive work environment, interprofessional 

collaboration, and continuous professional development to maintain competence in intensive care nursing . 

 

Conclusion : 

In conclusion, competence in intensive and critical care nursing is a critical factor in ensuring high-quality care for 

critically ill patients. The literature review highlights the multifaceted nature of competence in critical care nursing, as 

well as the importance of ongoing education, training, and assessment to enhance competence in practice. Future research 

in this area should focus on developing standardized tools to assess competence in critical care nursing, as well as 

exploring the impact of competence on patient outcomes and nursing practice . 
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